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It is the Mission of the Circle of Tribal Advisors
to commemorate and acclaim the contributions  

and goodwill of our ancestors and to plan for the 
well being of future generations.

The original logo of the National Council of the Lewis & Clark  
Bicentennial was a wood cut image depicting the explorers 
facing west.  After its decision to call the bicentennial  
a commemoration rather than a celebration, the  
Council’s board also decided to adopt a new logo that 
would reflect that commitment.  In 1999, at its fourth 
annual planning workshop in Vancouver, WA, the new 
image was unveiled. 

The circular nature of the image represents the circle 
of life.  The eight-pointed ring suggests both a compass 
and a Native American medicine wheel.   The points on 
the left side are white to suggest illumination from the 
west, as from the setting sun.

The eagle feathers represent the four directions.  The tips of the 
feathers are dipped in blood, signifying the subsequent sacrifices and blood 
of Native peoples as America continued to expand westward.  The feathers 
also acknowledge Native people’s many contributions to help the expedition 
survive and succeed.

The Stars and Stripes, of course, are a symbol of American patriotism.  

The stars are shown in the heavens overlooking all of us.  They represent  
the 17 states of the Union at the time of the Lewis & Clark Expedition.   
Additionally, reference to the stars helped the explorers navigate.  

The thirteen red and white stripes, as in the US flag, stand for the original 13 
colonies.  The wavy stripes suggest the motion of a flowing river or of prairie 
grasses in the wind.  They also communicate the nautical nature of much of 
the expedition’s travel.

The mountains illustrate the beauty and grandeur of the American landscape.  
Many tribal nations encountered by Lewis & Clark live in the mountains, yet 
passage through the high terrain caused the explorers great hardship.

The logo’s colors – red, white and blue – reflect the colors of the American 
flag.  White and red also signify the (mostly) peaceful interactions between 
the expedition and the Native peoples they met, as well as hope for cross 
cultural understanding and collaboration during the commemoration.



135 >>>

Circle of Tribal Advisors

Mission Statement

The Lewis and Clark Expedition of 1803-1806 was a major event that shaped the 

boundaries and the future of the United States and changed forever the lives of 

indigenous people.  Our ancestors preserved the cultural heritage of our tribes 

and provided the Corps of Northwest Discovery with food, shelter, protection, 

survival skills and guidance for its successful journey to the Pacific Ocean and 

return to St. Louis, Missouri.

In cooperation with the National Council of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial 

and its partners – local, state, federal and tribal – the Circle of Tribal Advisors  

will promote educational programs that clarify the important role of the tribes,  

cultural sensitivity and harmony, sustaining stewardship of natural, cultural and 

historical resources, cultural perpetuation and protection of sacred sites along  

the route of the expedition.

The Circle of Tribal Advisors supports reconciliation that results in  

sustained healing and meaningful dialogue with Sovereign Nations, creates 

commemorative infrastructure and establishes lasting tribal legacies to  

continue after the years of the bicentennial.
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The Lewis and Clark Expedition passed through  

homelands of many diverse indigenous peoples in 

order to succeed in their mission: “to explore the 

Missouri river, & such principal stream of it, as, by its 

course & communication with the water of the Pacific Ocean may offer the most direct & practicable water commu-

nication across this continent, for the purposes of commerce.”

The bicentennial commemoration of their journey provides an opportunity for Tribal Nations on whose lands the 

expedition traveled to:

	 •	Honor	our	ancestors’	legacy;

	 •	Protect	Gifts	from	the	Creator	which	we	treasure	and	hold	sacred;	and	to

	 •	Plan	and	act	for	the	well-being	of	future	generations.

Today, we are the very physical manifestation of the dreams and prayers of our ancestors.  The bicentennial  

commemoration is an opportunity to teach our children and their children yet to come the utmost respect and 

the highest esteem for our ancestors because of:

 •	The	ultimate	sacrifices	that	many	made	so	that	we	might	be	here;

	 •	The	risks	and	hardships	they	endured	to	survive;

	 •		Their	traditional	norms	of	hospitality,	and	the	aid,	comfort,	support	and	guidance	provided	that	 
was	essential	to	the	expedition’s	success;

	 •	Their	preservation	of	our	dignity,	strength,	courage	and	cultural	lifeways;

	 •		The	contributions	of	traditional	ways	of	knowing	to	the	people	of	the	United	States;	and	

	 •		The	sovereignty	they	established	on	our	behalf	so	that	Tribal	Nations	continue	to	govern	our	
peoples, our lands and perpetuate our ways of life.

Vision Statement
For the Lewis and Clark  

Bicentennial Commemoration
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For millennia, our people maintained and were sustained by a pristine and natural world of abundance.   
The expedition witnessed and documented the natural and cultural landscapes.  The maps and information  
gathered by the Corps of Discovery became the basis for further incursions into Tribal territories, for  
dislocation of Tribal Nations, for taking Tribal resources, and later for relations with the non-Indian society.  
Consequently, the bicentennial commemoration presents challenges for Tribal Nations whose lands 
the expedition traversed, and whose lands will be traversed again, as we work to:

	 •		Educate	all	people	on	protocol	for	culturally	appropriate	and	legal	conduct	in,	on	and				
near	Indian	lands;

	 •		Protect	cultural	knowledge	and	resources	including	burial	and	sacred	 
sites	from	further	misappropriation;

	 •		Restore	vitality	to	fragile	and	irreplaceable	natural	resources;

	 •		Rejuvenate	the	languages,	songs,	customs,	and	traditions;

	 •		Unite	our	communities	that	have	been	divided	–	Tribal,	Inter-Tribal	
and	non-Tribal;

	 •		Share	in	the	benefits	of	all	potential	economic	opportunities	that	 
will	occur;

	 •		Prepare	our	Tribal	communities	for	visitors	who	do	not	understand	
Tribal	cultures;	and	

	 •		Identify	mutual	goals.

The Tribal Nations herein wish to work together with others to improve the  
future well being of our Earth so that 200 years from now, all people may experience the natural and  
cultural resources the expedition encountered and documented 200 years ago.  Our Tribal  
Sovereign Nations seek collaboration with federal, state, and local governments, private companies  
and agencies, educators, and all stewards of our mutual landscape to:

	 •		Ensure	accuracy	and	completeness	in	the	histories	of	these	events;

	 •		Educate	the	general	public,	relevant	officials,	and	decision-makers	about	the	meaning	and	 
importance	of	these	events	for	Tribal	people;

	 •		Promote	respect	for	and	understanding	of	Tribal	sovereignty;

	 •		Promote	respect	for	and	understanding	of	Tribal	traditional	cultures	and	languages,	and	 
the	urgent	need	to	take	action	to	ensure	their	survival;

	 •		Promote	protection	and	restoration	of	the	natural	environment	within	aboriginal	territories,	 
to ensure the future survival of all aspects of the rich natural heritage known by the Tribes and  
members	of	the	expedition;	and

	 •		Facilitate	the	return	of	remains	and	cultural	properties	held	in	private	and	public	collections.

Circle of Tribal Advisors – April 13, 2002, Lewiston Idaho
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Guidance for Tribal Involvement
In the Lewis and Clark  

Bicentennial

The National Council of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial has 

unanimously	affirmed	Tribal	involvement	as	its	number	one	

priority for the bicentennial commemoration.  To establish 

what “Tribal involvement” means to the Tribes, the Circle of 

Tribal Advisors adopted a Mission and a Vision Statement for 

the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.  The National Council 

asks and expects your fullest collaboration so that we 

may all accomplish that vision together.

This	Guidance	is	provided	to	express	that	the	National	Council	expects	all	organizers	of	bicentennial	events,	

activities, programs and campaigns to engage in early, substantive, meaningful dialogue, to communicate  

regularly, and to work together in partnership with the Tribes in whose homelands they are functioning.   

It	shall	apply	to	all	projects,	including	but	not	limited	to:	National	Heritage	Signature	Events;	Corps	of	 

Discovery	II;	bicentennial	licensing	and	merchandising;	conferences;	symposia;	media	campaigns	and	press	

events;	education	and	trail	stewardship	programs	and	events.

Cultural Resource Protection
The	Circle	of	Tribal	Advisors’	number	one	priority	for	the	bicentennial	commemoration	is	cultural	 

resource	protection.		The	National	Council	and	its	official	partners	–	Circle	of	Tribal	Advisors,	Circle	of	State	

Advisors, Circle of Conservation Advisors and Corps of Education Partners – do not endorse or support the  

commercialization,	appropriation	or	exploitation	of	Tribal	cultural	resources	without	the	express	written	

consent of the Tribes or Tribal Nations whose resources may be adversely affected.  We ask you to honor and 

support our top priority by planning all projects to:

	 •		Deliver	clear	messages	about	stewardship,	site	protection,	and	respect	for	the	land	and	the	people;

	 •		Ensure	no	appropriation	of	Tribal	cultural,	sacred	or	intellectual	properties	without	 
express	written	consent;

	 •		Permit	no	sale	of	cultural	resource	site	information,	specifically	no	archaeological	reports;

	 •		Permit	no	use	of	the	names	of	Tribes	or	Tribal	persons	in	proposals,	applications,	 
promotions, products, publicity, etc. without the express permission of the Tribe or  
person	named;	and

	 •		Adhere	to	the	Indian	Arts	and	Crafts	Act.
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Programming 
In order to create opportunities for education, respect and understanding, we expect your project to:

	 •		Demonstrate	appropriate	Tribal	diversity	through	language,	clothing,	songs,	dances,	foods,	oral	histories,	 
living	technologies	and	exhibits;

	 •		Include	time	and	venues	for	substantive	Tribal	programming,	Tribal	convocations	and	private	ceremonial	observances;

	 •		Provide	adequate	infrastructure	for	activities	and	events	in	which	you	invite	Tribal	participation;

	 •		Include	Tribal	activities	in	event	signage/traffic	movement	plans	to	direct	the	flow	of	visitors	to	Tribal	 
attractions,	exhibits	and	activities;

	 •	Provide	equal	media	opportunities	and	media	time	for	participating	Tribes;	

	 •		Allow	no	censorship	of	Tribal	messages;

	 •		Ensure	benefit	sharing	for	participating	Tribes.

Protocol 
In order to encourage long term, lasting relationships and partnerships that can make a difference, we ask you to observe the  
following traditional courtesies:

	 •		Establish	a	meaningful	role	with	the	Tribe(s)	who	are	indigenous	to	your	location	–	it	is	most	appropriate	for	them	to	formally	
welcome	visitors	and	commence	events;

	 •		Where	appropriate,	encourage,	orchestrate	and	promote	the	welcoming	back	of	people	removed	from	their	 
aboriginal	homelands	along	the	trail;	and	

	 •		In	gifting,	thanking,	compensating,	recognizing,	crediting,	announcing	and	publicizing	sponsors,	volunteers,	speakers,	elected	 
officials,	visiting	dignitaries,	and	other	participants,	be	sure	to	include	Indians	as	well	as	non-Indians.

Event Leadership and Fundraising 
The	composition	of	your	event’s	or	activity’s	organizational	leadership	should	reflect	appropriate	and	proportionate	Tribal	representation:

	 •		If	there	is	an	executive	committee	or	leadership	group,	Tribes	should	be	represented	as	full	voting	participants;

	 •		If	there	are	co-chairs,	Tribal	representatives	should	be	asked	to	serve	as	one	of	the	co-chairs;	and

	 •		If	there	are	applications	for	funding,	Tribal	administrative	protocol	requires	consultation,	review	and	approval	before	use	of	
Tribe(s)’	name(s)	in	proposals.

The	following	must	be	appended	to,	and	incorporated	as	part	of,	each	National	Heritage	Signature	Event’s	 
Memorandum of Understanding with the National Council:

	 •	Circle	of	Tribal	Advisors	(COTA)	Mission	Statement;

	 •	COTA	Vision	Statement	for	the	Lewis	and	Clark	Bicentennial	Commemoration:

	 •		COTA	Guidance	for	Tribal	Participation	in	the	Lewis	and	Clark	 
Bicentennial	Commemoration;

	 •		Indian	Arts	and	Crafts	Act	Fact	Sheet.

Circle of Tribal Advisors – April 13, 2002, Lewiston Idaho
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I.		Opening/Closing	Ceremonies

 a.  A private ground blessing by appropriate tribal elder should take 

place before the opening ceremony.

	 b.		Begin	with	a	tribal	flag	procession	and	flag	song,	with	appropriate	

tribal	flags/singers/songs	for	both	opening	and	closing	ceremonies.	

	 c.		Educate	event	planners,	emcee	and	the	public	regarding	flag	 

protocols, i.e., remove hats, stand in respect, no dancing to national 

anthem,	and	other	protocols	specific	to	local/host	tribe.

 d.  A public prayer should be given by appropriate tribal elder.

	 e.	Include	and	acknowledge	tribal	officials/dignitaries.

	 f.		Include	at	least	one	tribal	leader	and/or	national	Native	leader	to	

speak at the opening or closing event.

 g.  At pre-event and post-event dinners and receptions, gifts should  

be	given	to	tribal,	state	and	federal	officials.		The	tradition	of	gift	 

giving at a Signature Event should be discussed in advance with  

event planners, and a budget for gifts should be included in the 

event’s	cost	projections.

 h.  VIP seating should include a section for tribal elders and leaders, 

Circle of Tribal Advisors and Circle of State Advisors members.  The 

stage area should only have seating for speakers and presenters.

 Circle of Tribal Advisors

      Guidelines for Tribal Participation in
Lewis & Clark Bicentennial National Signature Events
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II.  Panel Discussion Suggestions

	 a.	Cultural	Resource	Protection/Management

	 b.	Language/Arts	Revitalization	Initiatives

 c. Lewis & Clark: A Native American Perspective

	 d.	Diplomacy	(treaties,	sovereignty,	Tribal	governments,	federal	and/or	state	recognition)

III.		Exhibits/Booths

	 a.	Many	Nations/Many	Voices	panel	exhibit	

 b. Tribal Information Booths

 c. Tribal Signature Events Booths

	 d.	Tribal	Vendor	Booths	(American	Indian	Arts	&	Crafts	Act	eligible)

 e. Information booth area should be separate from vendor booth area

IV.	Entertainment/Music/Art	by	American	Indian	artists

V.		Media	coverage	of	American	Indian	messages	(before-during-after	events)

VI.  Advance COTA team should visit the site to plan for logistics, meet with  

event planners, discuss protocol, promotions, media coverage, etc.

VII.  Other

	 a.		Instruct	official	event	photographer	to	take	pictures	of	tribal	 

representatives and make photos available to those reps, COTA and  

the National Council of the Lewis & Clark bicentennial

 b.  Provide good transportation for tribal leaders and elders to get to  

and from the event stages and other activity venues.  

 c.  Provide an area for elders to rest, with water, refreshments,  

restrooms and comfortable seating. 


