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With generous funding from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the National 

Park Service, COTA and the National Council were able to produce a comprehensive 

cultural awareness campaign that conveyed tribal messages to multi-millions of people 

during the bicentennial.  The campaign included a beautiful and educational brochure,  

A Guide to Visiting the Lands of Many Nations; a series of four public service announcements 

for distribution to over 1700 television stations nationwide; a poignant panel exhibit, 

Many Nations – Many Voices; tribal pages on the National Council’s website 

and other components.  The PSAs expressed COTA’s four priority messages:  

“We Are Still Here;” “Respect the Sacred Places of Our People;” “Taking Care 

of the Gifts” and “Indian Languages are Libraries.”  The series won National 

Ad Council endorsement, and some of the spots continued to air long after 

the bicentennial concluded.  

Cultural Awareness Campaign

“We have real strong beliefs and that’s the reason  

why we’re still here.”

 “Our survival is your survival.”

 “Our culture is dynamic; it’s not static.”

 “We are still here; come find us through 

 www.lewisandclark200.org.”

….COTA psa #1, “We Are Still Here”
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If everyone who visited a landmark,  

a monument or a burial ground took a 

piece home with them, there 

would be nothing left.  Nigigora.  

American Indian nations ask you to 

respect the sacred places of our 

people and report those who don’t.  

Gowitz.  Mahzegedatz.  Learn more at 

www.lewisandclark200.org.

….COTA psa#2, “Respect”

Atx kem kaa papaayno nuunim weetespe.   

Our people come from this land.  Our languages and 

cultures are reflections of its beauty.  This land is a gift 

to all beings.  It is the home we live in together.  

Always have respect.  Join us in taking care of this land.  

Learn more at www.lewisandclark200.org.  

….COTA psa#3, “Taking Care of the Gifts”

Indian languages are libraries of ancient 

knowledge. When a language dies, that 

knowledge is lost forever.  

Native American languages hold  

answers for the future.  Please help us 

save our languages.  Learn how at  

www.lewisandlcark200.org.

….COTA psa#4, “Indian Languages Are 

Libraries”
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Many Nations, Many Voices

Today, we are the physical manifestation of the dreams and

prayers of our ancestors. They have given us the opportunity to enjoy

the gifts the Creator gave us and to show respect for one another.

Their stories serve as a reminder and a challenge to protect and

restore natural and cultural resources. This is a mutual heritage, for

we all share this landscape.

Many Nations, Many Voices

is a contemporary journey by

contemporary Natives reflecting on

the Lewis and Clark Expedition and

its irrevocable impact on our people. 

Much of what we say here echoes

true for many other tribes across

this land. But not every tribe is the

same. We have different languages,

different songs, and different

customs. 

Created by the Circle of Tribal Advisors (COTA) of the National

Council for the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial, this exhibition conveys

our mission: to commemorate and acclaim the contributions and

goodwill of our ancestors and to plan for the well being of future

generations. 

Circle of Tribal Advisors 

January 2003

This exhibition is made possible by

National Park Service  •  Bureau of Indian Affairs  •  National Endowment for the Arts

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation  •  Confederated Tribes of Umatilla

Tamastslikt Cultural Institute  •  Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation Tourism Division.

“The great chief of the Seventeen great nations of America, impelled by his

parental regard for his newly adopted children on the troubled waters, has

sent us to clear the road, remove every obstruction, and make it the road

of peace between himself and his red children residing there.”

—MERIWETHER LEWIS, 1804

Grand Entry at United Tribes
International Celebration,
Bismarck, North Dakota.

JEFFREY G. OLSON, LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL

HERITAGE FOUNDATION
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Rhythms of the Earth

For millennia, our people maintained and were sustained by a

pristine and natural world of abundance. The land and water were

made by and belong to the Creator. The Creator provided everything

we needed to live. In return, our sacred covenant was to respectfully

use and forever protect these gifts. Nothing was wasted.

We lived freely in great expanses of

fertile lands — in the mountains, valleys,

plains, deserts and plateaus. Our

ancestors observed and appreciated the

natural rhythms of the earth and

followed her cycles. Corn, beans, squash,

roots, berries, tobacco and other plants

nourished our bodies. Buffalo, deer,

antelope, fish and other game provided

food and materials for our homes,

clothing, tools and utensils. These

foodstuffs and objects were useful for

trade with other Tribes and visitors

to our lands.

Today, we honor the sacred covenant and

those who came before as we continue to

give thanks to the Creator for all the

bountiful gifts. 

“Our elders knew the curves of the hillsides and the lines of the trails as

intimately as they knew the curves and lines of their mother’s faces.

Today, our grandparents lament that children born on the reservation are

like buffalo born behind a fence. Along with our many rights and

privileges we bear responsibilities for teaching our children about their

birthright.”

— GERMAINE WHITE

SALISH

Huckleberry in deadfall at Weippe Prairie, Idaho

JEFFREY G. OLSON, LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL HERITAGE FOUNDATION
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Our Place in the Universe

We understand our place in the universe. Visitors to our lands,

including the Corps of Discovery, have had difficulty understanding

the protocols and systems we honor. 

Our natural laws reflected our relationship to the Creator. Commonly

held values prescribed how we lived with the earth and each other. 

All deeds revolved upon these considerations. Decisions and actions

affected each member of our village and neighboring ones. Though

social order varied from Tribe to Tribe — family, clan, village, band,

society — in each structure it was necessary to act together to advance

the welfare of the entire group.

Observance of this natural order permeated every aspect of our lives

— in our ceremonies, commerce, decision making, art, and in the

important but differing

roles of elders, men and

women, and children.

These natural laws and

considerations continue. 

“You’re born into this society and you’re  the beneficiary of

the concerns of  everybody who is older than you.”

—VINE DELORIA, JR.

STANDING ROCK SIOUX

Awatixa, Knife River Hidatsa village, North Dakota.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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Nations Then, Nations Now

Two hundred years ago, the Corps of Discovery recorded

information about more than one hundred different Tribal nations

west of the Mississippi. Lewis & Clark documented their encounters

and described the assistance our Tribes provided. The Corps of

Discovery survived because of the

generosity and hospitality of 

Tribal people. 

One tragic consequence of

westward expansion is that many

Tribal nations the Corps of

Discovery encountered are not now

recognized by the federal

government. Lewis and Clark and

President Jefferson documented

the existence of Chinook,

Clatsop/Nehalem, Tillamook, and

Monacan nations 200 years ago and these nations exist today. These

Tribes continue to struggle to be recognized as distinct political,

cultural, social and economic entities. 

Currently there are 562 federally recognized tribes. To be “federally

recognized” means that the United States has formal government-to-

government relations with and trust responsibilities to Tribal nations

in consideration for the lands and resources taken.

“. . . it is the practice of the government to limit recognition to those they

can control or from whom they have something to gain. The United States

spent decades not recognizing Mainland China. . . . In no way did the lack

of American recognition invalidate the fact that China existed nor did it

keep the hundreds of millions of Chinese citizens from existing.”

—DARK RAIN THOM

SHAWNEE NATION UNITED REMNANT BAND OF OHIO

Cliff Snider,
Honorary Chief of the
Chinook Nation

TROY WAYRYNEN
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Cradle of Our Existence

There are thousands of Tribal cultural resource areas, burial

grounds and sacred sites along the Lewis and Clark National Historic

Trail. They are connections to our history, messages from our

ancestors, treasures for our future and the cradle of our existence.

The flesh, blood and bones of our ancestors are holy.  

The desecration, excavation, looting, vandalism, theft and 

destruction of these resources are a national disgrace. For Tribes,

these are irreparable losses. Valuable laws have been passed that 

help us protect our rich heritage such as the Native American 

Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA, 1990), the

American Indian Religious Freedom Act (AIRFA, 1978), and 

Executive Order 13007 (1996) on sacred site protection.

Our ancestors’ places of rest are in our

homelands, not in museum vaults.

American Indian religions are entitled 

to the same Constitutional protections

guaranteed to all. Our archaeological

sites, sacred sites and objects, and burial

sites are monuments, and like

monuments of other great nations they

deserve respect.

“I love that land of winding waters more than all the rest of the world. A

man who would not love his father’s grave is worse than a wild animal.”

—YOUNG CHIEF JOSEPH

NEZ PERCE

Tsagiglalal, She-Who-Watches,
pictograph on the Columbia
River, Oregon.

VIEWFINDERS STOCK PHOTOTGRAPHY

Unsettling the West

In the late 18th century, the new American government utilized

treaties to establish formal government-to-government relations with

sovereign Tribal nations. The first treaties were treaties of peace;

later, they were treaties of relinquishment imposed on Native people.

Between 1789 and 1868, nearly 800 treaties were negotiated but

fewer than 370 were ratified by the Congress. The “settling of the

west” was the unsettling of our people.

Subsequently, broken treaties

— ratified or not — and federal

policies resulted in the taking

of more Native land and

dramatic and irrevocable

changes in Tribal life. Some 

of us were forced from our

original homelands and

moved onto reservations.

Some were pushed onto other

Tribal nations’ territories.

Some Tribes were not

recognized at all by the

federal government and became landless. Some Tribes agreed to

treaties that Congress failed to ratify. Still other Tribes were

“terminated” by acts of Congress.   

Tribes such as the Missouri, Osage, Oto, Pawnee, Sauk & Fox and

Ponca lived near the Missouri River when Lewis & Clark crossed their

lands. They were forcibly removed to Indian Territory (present-day

Oklahoma) less than a generation after meeting Lewis and Clark. 

“May the Great Spirit shed light on your path, so that you may never

experience the humility that the power of the American government has

reduced me to. This is the wish of a man who, in his native forests, was

once as proud and bold as yourself.”

—BLACK HAWK

SAUK

Soulard's Map of 1795

ATLAS OF THE LEWIS & CLARK

EXPEDITION
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Taking Care of the Gifts

Native lives and cultures are inextricably connected to the 

land, water and sky, and our ancestral union with them. The Creator

bestowed these gifts upon us, and we have the responsibility to ensure

that the land, forests and ranges, the lakes, rivers and streams, the

wildlife habitats and wetlands are protected and free of pollution. 

We come from these lands and we will always be here.

Since 1778, over 2.2 billion acres of Tribal land have been ceded to the

U.S. Government. Today, 56 million acres remain in Native hands. All

lands are precious. Our children and seven generations to come will

inherit healthy ecosystems and abundant natural resources if we make

intelligent decisions today.

We share this landscape with many other beings. With our neighbors 

— cities, county, state and federal agencies, and other Tribal nations —

we face mutual concerns and problems.

“You have limits. I have limits. This land is no different. This land that we

live on has limits. There is only so much this land can take. You are

dependent on the same resource I am to give me life — the water, the air.”

—ARMAND MINTHORN

CAYUSE/NEZ PERCE

Bison along the Missouri
River in South Dakota.

JEFFREY G. OLSON, LEWIS & CLARK

TRAIL HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Language of the Earth

Our Native languages directly reflect the intimate knowledge of

the ecosystems that have sustained us for millennia. We have not

“lost” languages as one loses a belonging. Throughout the 19th and

early 20th centuries, the U.S. government forcefully promoted policies

to eradicate Native languages and cultural practices in efforts to

“civilize” and assimilate Tribal people. In the few generations since,

Tribes nationwide have struggled to keep ancient languages alive. 

In 1990, Congress passed the Native American

Languages Act declaring a commitment to preserve,

protect and promote the rights and freedom of Native

people to use and restore Native languages. This is

validation that these languages are part of the rich

cultural landscape of this country, and that they

deserve protection, but the Act alone cannot save a

language. Of the 300 original Native languages in

North America, only 175 exist today. Of the 175, 55 are

spoken by one to six elders and only 20 are spoken by

all age groups in everyday use.

Language preservation and revitalization efforts are

urgent races against time. Some Tribes have language

instruction and preservation programs. Today Tribal

languages, and the indigenous ecosystems from which

they came, need protection.

“My grandmother insisted that rocks had names and spirit.

She passed on to me her belief that the land is imbued with spirit and

unseen hosts. She heard the language of the earth...”

—ELIZABETH WOODY

WASCO/WYAM/TYGH/TENINO /DINE

Kúm'nay, Cecelia Bearchum, Wallulapam
(Walla Walla) elder and language teacher.
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Consequence of Contact

By the time the Corps of Discovery came into contact with

Native peoples, many Tribes were experiencing the consequences of

contact in a variety of ways. Disease, violence and commerce already

had new meanings.

New diseases had been introduced to

many Tribes. Smallpox, typhoid,

influenza, and measles wiped out

hundreds of thousands of Native

people from coast to coast. For

example, prior to 1780 the Arikara

numbered between 20,000 and 30,000

but within one year, 75% of their

population died of smallpox. In many

places, Lewis & Clark found

abandoned villages where once thriving communities stood. No Native

group on the continent was spared.

Conflicts and rivalries among Tribes could result in deaths, but

typically the objective of raids and war parties was to garner resources,

show dominion and display feats of bravery and courage. Newcomers to

these lands had their own practices for obtaining goods from the land

and from other people. Eventually, these new people thought they could

trade goods for land.

.Sometimes in the evening I sit, looking out on the big Missouri. The sun

sets, and dusk steals over the water. In the shadows I seem again to see

our Indian village, with smoke curling upward from the earth lodges, and

in the river’s roar I hear the yells of warriors, and the laughter of little

children as of old. It is but an old woman’s dream...”

—WAHEENEE

HIDATSA

Garrison Dam
Missouri River, North Dakota

JEFFREY G. OLSON

LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Unsavory Images

The Corps of Discovery’s journals tell us what they observed

and perceived, and what they believed to be true. While they

attempted to understand what they witnessed in context, they were

clearly at a disadvantage by not knowing the languages or cultural

landscapes. They were left to conjecture in many instances.

Their descriptions of Tribal people as “savages,” “squaw

drudges,” “dirty,” “poor,” “treacherous,” “unpredictable,”

“thieves” and “greedy” perpetuated unsavory images for the

general population. Their cultural assumptions cast a broad

shadow. These and other early descriptions of Native people,

and later images of the grunting or romanticized stoic

Hollywood Indian, have become parts of the mainstream

cultural consciousness.

Today myths, stereotypes and distorted notions continue to 

be born: that all Tribes are rich due to gaming, that Tribes 

have unlimited hunting and fishing rights, that Tribes survive

on government handouts, that every American Indian desires

to be a spiritual teacher.

“Each man is good in the sight of the Great Spirit. It is not

necessary for eagles to be crows.” 

—SITTING BULL

TETON SIOUX

Contemporary Airport
Souvenir

TAMASTSLIKT CULTURAL

INSTITUTE COLLECTION
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Change and Transformation

Since the journey of the Corps of Discovery two hundred years

ago, Tribal people have withstood tremendous change and

transformation. There have been incredible costs. But the core of our

existence — our relationship to the Creator and the landscape —

remains intact. 

Today, we are working diligently to help our communities recover and

prosper. We are creating economic opportunities and strengthening

Tribal governance. We are scholars and teachers, employees and

employers, traditional healers and modern doctors, botanists and

farmers, hereditary leaders and elected officials, police officers and

whipmen, judges and artists of every kind.

In tribal communities, on reservations and

in urban settings Native people own and

operate museums, resorts, recreational

and educational facilities, businesses and

galleries. During the Bicentennial, plan to

travel where the welcome sign is out.

Expect a variety of experiences in Indian

Country. 

“But the old Lakota was wise. He knew that man’s heart, away from

nature, becomes hard. He knew that lack of respect for growing, living

things soon led to lack of respect for humans, too. So he kept his children

close to nature’s softening influence.

—CHIEF LUTHER STANDING BEAR

OGLALA SIOUX

Fancy Dancer at Wildhorse Resort & Casino
Pendleton, Oregon

WILDHORSE MARKETING DEPARTMENT

Protectors of Our Homeland

We are Americans. We are citizens of this country. Before we had

the right to vote, our men were in combat overseas on behalf of this

country. Our people got the right to vote in 1924 by an act of Congress.

Since then, Native men and women have had disproportionate

numbers of veterans in the

armed forces in every

conflict overseas. We are

fiercely patriotic. This land

is our home, and has been

for thousands 

of years. 

As contemporary protectors

of our homeland we use

modern tools. But we strive

to follow the teachings of

warriors, medicine people, and grandparents — prayers from our

hearts, songs from the earth and commitment to stay together as 

a people.

To protect the gifts from the Creator, we are charged with imparting 

a strong cultural foundation to our young people by remembering

our ancestors. We work with others to improve the future well being

of our earth so that 200 years from now all people may experience

the natural and cultural resources the Expedition encountered and

documented 200 years ago.

“Most people believe that the government gave us something.... When we

talk about the Treaty, people think we’re talking about our rights. We’re

actually explaining to them how they got title to our land.”

—ROBERTA CONNER

UMATILLA/CAYUSE/NEZ PERCE

Flag bearers at United Tribes 
International Celebration
Bismarck, North Dakota.

JEFFREY G. OLSON

LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL HERITAGE FOUNDATION


