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Introduction

The Lewis & Clark Bicentennial was a milestone for American Indian Tribes 

along the Lewis & Clark Trail.  When else have Indians been so greatly involved 

in interpreting our tribal histories?  The Circle of Tribal Advisors (COTA) was 

created to accomplish this, in concert with the National Council of the Lewis  

& Clark Bicentennial.  From Washington, D.C. to Fort Clatsop, more than  

four dozen tribes participated in educating the public, federal agencies, states, 

towns and local communities across the USA.  All the tribes who participated 

in COTA should feel a large measure of pride.  Indian reservations and  

communities leveraged social and economic opportunities, exhibited our  

expertise in public relations, budgeting, planning, coordination and general 

willingness to share our cultures.  Tribal Councils, Indian organizations, Indian 

culture groups and individual Indians made fantastic contributions to our own 

communities, creating bridges of understanding with non-Indians to the suc-

cess of the bicentennial.  Without tribal participation, someone else would have 

been speaking for us.

All this success was not without disagreement, confusion or missteps.  There 

were many long meetings and discussions on problems and issues facing Indian 

Tribes today and how this bicentennial opportunity may or may not benefit 

tribes.  Issues included who is an Indian, poverty and reservation economies, 

Indian graves and sacred site protection.   Indian treaties, endangered  

indigenous languages and federally recognized and unrecognized tribes were  

all hashed out.  COTA had no power to solve these large and pervasive prob-

lems, but with tribal input and participation, many issues were exposed to the 

public and addressed to some greater or lesser degree.  COTA could provide 

information, coordination and funding for tribes to accomplish some of their 

goals.  We knew that some Indians didn’t support the bicentennial and that 

some would protest Lewis & Clark activities.  And they did protest.  COTA  

supported the protestors and helped increase the reach of their messages.  We 

knew that previous interpretations of the treatment of tribes across the nation 

was unpleasant and cruel in many respects, so we understood that tribes and 

individuals needed to have their say without censorship.

“Another historic decision was made….to include every 
and all the tribes…., even though some tribes were not 

recognized by the US government but were very  
prominent in the success of the Lewis and Clark  

Expedition.  This allowed the Monacans of Virginia at the 
beginning of the trail, my tribe the Chinooks at the end 
of the trail, and Sacagawea’s tribe the Lemhi Shoshones 

to take part in the Lewis and Clark events across America 
regardless of not being federally recognized.”

–Chief Cliff Snider, Chinook, 2006
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COTA took advantage of the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial by developing our own public service television announce-

ments, which invited the public to learn more about and help in protecting the gifts from the Creator, respecting 

sacred sites and revitalizing Native languages.  All along the Lewis & Clark Trail, from Monticello to Astoria, Tribal 

people spoke of our cultures, games, families and tribal histories with pride and gave prayers of thanks for the op-

portunity to do so.  The National Park Service and the Tent of Many Voices were very instrumental in providing this 

opportunity for tribes and individuals.  Many non-Indian organizations and communities contributed to this effort as  

well at fifteen National Signature Events and hundreds of other locales.  Without non-Indian openness and support, little 

of this would have been accomplished.  Tribal participants changed peoples’ attitudes, increased others’ knowledge of our 

histories and cultures and taught those who listened how we respect the world.

Relations among tribal communities improved because tribes had to collaborate, providing budgets, planning and staffing 

of events along the trail.  COTA didn’t change history, but we contributed to telling history the way tribes experienced  

it.  Often it was the first time others became aware of our perspectives and experiences.

There is a long list of people with good hearts that we wish to thank and congratulate for their whole-hearted  

encouragement, collaboration and support of Tribal activities in this bicentennial.  Between 1994 and 2006, Tribal  

participation in planning, implementation and execution of the bicentennial grew enormously.  I am proud to have played 

an early role in this change.  I wish to express my personal gratitude to  

Harry Hubbard, President of the National Council back in 1994, for inviting  

me to become among the first of fourteen tribal board members.  

His invitation was a seed that grew into tribal involvement on an  

extraordinary national scale.

That’s all!

Allen V. Pinkham, Sr.

Nez Perce Tribe

Chairman, Circle of Tribal Advisors



<<< 10 

Introduction

Roberta Conner told me about huckleberries.   

Bobbie lives on the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 

Reservation in eastern Oregon; she is of Cayuse and 

Umatilla ancestry.  She, like so many people of the  

tribes of American Indians, lives close to the earth.   

She understands and communicates with her land.

Huckleberries have grown abundantly forever on certain 

parts of her homeland.  Bobbie’s people have harvested 

and eaten them forever and are very careful to protect 

them from harm.  For as long as anyone can remember 

these berries have sustained the people.  Huckleberries 

give life.  Huckleberries are sacred.  But to me huckleber-

ries are a somewhat exotic fruit that come in containers 

in the produce department of certain grocery stores.  
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They have a price.  They are a commodity.   

They are surely not sacred. But Bobbie knows better.

How would I behave if I really understood that  

huckleberry bushes are sacred?  Or that the Mississippi 

River is worthy of reverence?  Or that even the common 

oak trees that shade my street are a blessing to be  

honored?  How would we live differently if we respected 

this planet the way Bobbie speaks of her land?  

That is the question for this new century.

Dr. Robert R. Archibald

President 
Missouri Historical Society

President 
National Council of the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial
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